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_^ffiNGTGN (AP> 

WRtomite was coBVfcled _ - . 

hMt ofaceepttog 4 bribe fromaaFBI 
undercover agent is the Abscam polity 
cal corruption investigation. - - J , ' ^ ' 
The South Carolina Democrat, the 
gee-end ^gj^sma irmylcted la the 
Absc&m mves^a&m, was charged 
with accepting the mosey from the 
agent who was posing as a representa- 
tive of wealthy Arabs needing special 
immigration legislation. ' 

The US. District Court jury also 
convicted John R, Stowe, a Richmond, 
Va.i businessman, who was charged 
with aiding and abetting Jenretie in 
the bribery scheme. 

The jury of eight women and lour 
men returned their verdicts is u.S. 
District Court mi^r mjuic luM mf&tm of 
deliberations that began just after 
lunch. The verdict was announced at 
5;1§ i>.m, CDTe V - ' + "? •: v ‘ . & 

After the jury foreman, Sylvia 
Parker, announced the verdicts, 
Jenretie, sitting at the defense table, 
bowed his head and sobbed into his 


'U ^ ~ * v- V -• • . t 

be polled individually on the verdicts, 
and each JiiwSr quietly respond*! 
"guilty" on each charge. r?.4« -'- V- 

. Jenretie was convicted of one count &-■$ 
«f conspiracy to commit bribery -and 
two counts of bribery. Stowe was con- ; ? * ■ 
victed of one count of conspiracy and - 
two counts of aiding and abetting brtb- ; ■ 

cry. iW*< ^ u ^ 

35 1 . 



Rep. Michael Myers, D-Pa.. was «m* 
victed Aug. 39 in the Brat Abscam trkti 
and on Oct. 2, he was mgelled from tj» 
House by a vote of 3?8gsl <" " ’ 
Beferetbe jurors hegfn deliberating. 
U.S. District Judge Jffin Garrett Pena 
instructed them on the laws ofcoastor- 
acy and bribery and on the iegal d«r 
' tense of entrapment 4- 

Both Jenrette and Stowe dating 
they were victims of entrapment, te 


ittawms;, *** tz^jTT ^-Tr or persu&cfs periscas to coosinlt uhIaw*, 

hoofed his head and ^bb^ toto his ful 5 ^tlwwouMupt^oth^^.c^^'<^ 
hands. Stowe aatimpassiv^ as he had 

i during mart of the five-week trial.- ' pam toid fits jirj Web fa^bcehn^l^.:^ A 

&> - After leaving the «S P t^^W*s'lW&dtog pm ■■!: >■ ;T 

< Jsnrett® sobb«4 mlh*. & % suasLa'* tmmmi represe»iattc»»^ 



^thhjg'io seli the office ”, said the.#-; 
yesMd, third-tern congressman,-^ 
He said he planned to continue his 




tried; 


deciles campaign, although adding 

... . . . ... , t . « Mtte: : 



split a 350,000 j 

„ cover agent pos _ 

ouM meet witii the Democratic;; ;«f wealthy AraJ^., ... _ .... 
men in the 18 counties be >ps£'; ; , Jenretie 
ini "td determine the best course f deny he accepted the bffce, dfhich was 
this destiny .offered, to ,.re^ toe ^-pwmtah.tftf- 
W%d' hesaid at OM point-; ^ Jntroduce 

Wense attorneys asked that 

bmSKiaw^aKt^aiaaipgmi m$0§^9awmsmm 
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Mr. Roger S. Young 
Inspector in Charge 
Office of Congressional and 
Public Affairs 

United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington,- D,C. 20535 

Dear Mr . Young : 


Thank you for sending me the material about Judge 


Webster’s speeches which I have now concluded reading. I was 
especially grateful for the Variety clipping which spells out 

' nvolveraent with various television projects. Since 
seems to be doing something in the genre in which 
edj^^wuWUke to shift ray emphasis to another 
project which has indicated more than a passing 

interest in. ^an^ererring to the time when Melvin Weinberg was 
involved in an art theft con for the FBI. Attached is a copy of 
an article I read in the October 26 issue of the Washington Fost 
magazine in Rudy Maxa’s column. ( 


I am planning on coming to Washington within a week or 


10 days and would appreciate your looking into this matter on our 
behalf. Any background information you can provide me about this 
episode will be greatly appreciated. I will phone you when my 





Enclosure 


travel plans are more concrete, 
tion and I look forward to meet 


D.C . 
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<t*rsd ta a ioog iia* to demusoe Mefria 
Wetobes*, toe eeB-hw^nbed «» *»»>» 
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w&ea he itol* gold fttorsfram bis to*to- 
:*fV.d«k to abow i& mother wfajtt * 
rttidesit he wxe 

„ ***** few t w 
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Publisher E P, Dutton “The budget 
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fotod tet«fr more to Seur^ Roebuck 
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Webberg stewk the difference." 
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ithn. Weiabcr^ dabae., d«*tk» CNrpart- 
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swt to pvjm» feed* that might have k4 
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no Wetoher* to »e»termtod Kiythiiig. 
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Jefferson P| 
Broadcastit^^i^pany 
One Julian Prf^'ace 
Charlotte. NC\^J8 
Telephone 704 3V4 3500 


November 4 , 1980 


Mr . William H. Webster, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
j . Edgar Hoover Building 
9th & Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington , D. C. 20535 


Dear Mr. Webster 


%lkk ILiftjk. 


(As my letter of October 21 to you indicated , our 
jCharlotte stations will welcome the opportunity to 
|air a statement from you in response to our October 
'17/18 editorial entitled "The FBI and ABSCAM » " 

I realize your busy schedule , but do hope you will 
agree to present the "other side" of the issue — 
thereby enabling our viewers and listeners to form 
Itheir own opinions and draw their own conclusions 
(from having heard both sides. 

If you prefer not to respond, I will appreciate 
your letting me know as quickly as possible . Than! 
you for your consideration, and I look forward toj 
hearing from you . 

Sincerely, 



LMH/i 
Enclosure 
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United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
WASHINGTON, vD .C. 20535 

^~7lhhc- l^-isPovs <4bs c* r>\ 

Atti Mr. Roger S. Young, 

Inspector in Charge 

Office of Congressional and Public Affairs 


Dear Mr. Young i 


I acknowledge your letter of October 29th, 
setting forth as to where the procedural require- 
ments for may be obtained concerning the release 
of requested records of the Bureau. 






Federal Bureau of Investigation Re: Abaca® 

Washington, D»C, 


Dear Sirs: 

Those convicted through Abscam may be as guilty as 
sin, and I hold no brief for them. 

However, I protest on principle the FBI in any way 
tempting a person to commit a crime that he might not 
otherwise commit. 

The FBI has the honorable mission of investigating 
crime, but never of inducing anyone to commit crime. 

I hope that this sort of thing will be stopped and 
never done again. It is unworthy of us as a nation, 
end of you as an agency. 



(Ho reply is expected. Thanks,) 
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"Pu b 1 1 oT^e ^cidse ftbscd IT) 

AND ORCER IS UNBELIEVABLE. IF YOU C A N • T FIND A 


IN REGARD TO ABSCAHl nC 

YOUR APFROACM TO'LAR AND ORDER IS UNBELIEVABLE, IF YOU C A N * T FIND 
CRIME, YOU CREATE ONE, YOU REMIND ME OF" A FISHERHEN ILSING Mlg“ 
FAVORITE BAIT; 8C/T,"kHG IS MOST RRONG# THE PISH OR TIRE FISHERMEN, 

YOUR BAD IMAGE RILL *OT BE ERASED BY THESE STUPID*TACTIC6, PLEASE GET 
Y OUR H EA CS>STR Ai&Hf. ' 
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Cjmgresfsf of ffje Unittfc £Hate* 
Jfjcuse of &<jw*0eniat&{£ 

December 3 


19 80 


Congressional Affairs Office 
FBI 

J, Edgar Hoover FBI Bldg. 

10th & Pennsylvania Avenues, N.W. 
Washington, DVC. 20535 

&XJCX 

Dear Friends 5 

The attached communication 
is sent for your consideration, 
please investigate the statements 
contained therein and forward me 
the necessary information for re- 
ply, returning the enclosed corre- 
spondence with your answer, 
tf&R - Yours tryj 

Qjitjfb 

BOB TRAXLER JS« C. 

8th District, Michigan 


; E*ec. AO A<sm. 

Sx«r, ADinv. 
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November 24, 1980 
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Congressman Bob Traxler 

2448 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Traxler: 

1 was listening to a broadcast this morning relative to the 
ABSCAM situation, the convictions that resulted therefrom and 
the congressional hearings going on relative to some of these 
people. The thought occurred to me while listening: Who 

decided which congressmen would be offered bribes and why did 
this person decide to pick the congressmen he picked? 

It seems to me that this Question might be even more important 
than whether someone was or was not involved in ABSCAM. Is 
this an effort by someone in the FBI, or someone orchestrating 
the FBI to force the Congress to knuckle under to the "clout" 
of the FBI? I would really be interested in your reaction to 
these questions and I would be even more interested in seeing a 
resolution introduced calling for an investigation into the 
questions of "who" and "why" these particular congressmen were 
offered bribes. 
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Prom am appreciative T^^ayer and Citizen of this great ^^j^ntry 

C r ^ 

Atten; Mr. William H. \^ster, Director of the F.B.I* 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington i D.G. 20013 


<P 



Dear Mr. Webster; gyiSIDE SOURCE * jc < 




I believe I speak for millions of Americans when I extend our appreciation, our total 
support and heart felt thanksfor the magnificent work you and your people are doing 
in behalf of our great nation. You and your organization of skilled investigators 
have brought back the respect and admiration to the FBI that was lost with the reign 
of the self serving Edgar Hoover. 

The FBI’s great accomplishments with the "ABSCAM” project has lit the "Lamp of Hope” 
that now something is being done to assure the Tax-payer that the "Elected or Ap- 
pointed" individual will perform their duties hone st ly , dili gently and to the best 
interest of our country. Too many individuals enter government service with the prime 
purpose of using the "Power" of thler Office for personal gain believing that the 
"Political" position gives them licensee to steal, accept graft and gifts while neg- 
lecting the purpose and responsibilities of their office or job. We elect them and 
support them with our tax dollars believing that they will honestly live up to their 
promises only to learn later that they betrayed their word and our trust. Such people 
sell their influence (Government Office) to do favor for another country at-the^ex- 
pence of our countries welfare and wellbeing are truly performing an a.o£ of , 

These individuals be immediately removed from their Government positlon^-Offigfe and 
never be permitted to be in "Public Service" again. They should also M^raliejred from 
their ill-gotten gains with this money being put into a fund to further support the 
FBI's activities. Further, these wrong-doers should be fined no less than $10,000.00 
plus the court and government costs Incurred in proving their guilt. They should also 
face a minimum of three months imprisonment in a regular federal prison (not a Country 
Club confinement as exposed and described by H alderman in thp Water Gate trial.. 

Also, any Judge and/or Attorney that conspire to make a "Sham"-" of Justice these 
eases where incriminating pxtdfr.oe evidence exists, regardless of what d evious means 
had >to be resorted to, they should be subject to being declared accessories after the 
fact. Their attempts to make a farce of justice should lead to their "Difl&2£HeStlfod333i 
the case of the errant Judge, removal from the bench. When relating to the "ABSCAM" — — 
trials we believe that the implication of the word "Entrapment" is utterly absurb and 
ridiculous since there is no other way to catch and expose these "Wrong-doers. I be- 
lieve that all the honest Americans agree with and support your methods. Keep up the 

• .. - v r 

good work. I also believe that the FBI personnel should be x we^.1 paid as their good 
service to our country is well worth it. mb i( \ 
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Q>Cm£eb JBertale 

WASHINGTON, JXC. 1W« 

October 21, 1980 
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Mr. Philip B. Neymann 
Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.G. 20530 

Dear Phil: 





Several months ago, I expressed my very real concerns about the 
leaks which have characterized the Department’s investigation 
of alleged corruption In the Congress commonly called ABSCAM. 

In light of that conversation, I am interested in determining if 
the Department has, in fact, conducted an internal investigation 
designed to uncover the source of those leaks and what action, 
if any, has been taken as a result of that investigation. I 
would appreciate it if you would supply me with any additional 
information you might have relative to this subject. 


I am raising this issue not only because of my concern about 
the issue but also because of information which I have had 
presented to me which suggests that the source of these leaks is 
known to at least some members of the press . 


Sincerely, 
Carl levin 
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Mr. William H. Webster 
Federal Bureau o£ Investigation 
Washing Son, D.c. €3 



PJ4. C 1S^ & ***« V 


(/ 


bear Mr. Webster s — 

j appreciated your reply to my letter to you as to the 
Xbscam business., and youvinterpetation of your work. Mr. Webster I say 
again, it is not the business of our government to set up traps for weak 
and evil men to seduce them to steal rob or commit crimes.. It is of course 
a discus ting and serious thing that our elected officials cannot : be trusted 
and the moral apmosphere is so low, that one wonders how long can a nation 
survive int this condition. . . 

To tempt men to sin is evil, wrong and uncalled for in my opinion. As you 
Know one judge decided because of the trap that they are to be freed from 
this business, the trap of the FBI. ~ 

Mr. Webster I am sure that you are aware of a nation honey combed by y, 

KGB agents, and the Massaud Israels assasins, and the Iranians running loose 
and the bombing and billing and assahation that is going on in our lan«^ a^fi 
that ought to be enough to beep all the men and a lot more busy trying-^to 
turn the tide and save our land from its ruin. You know as well as I know 
that KGB agents are in offices in our Government at this very moment for 
during the Carter days of infamy we have been officially infiltrated by 
our enemies, and your men know it.. we are being betrayed by our own governin' 
at this moment. And your and my survival is at stake* , Something must change 
quickly or our nation is lost to a world conspiracy headed uprby prominent, 
Americans., that you know. 

bet us go after them, and preserve the land once blessed of ^Go^-and 
honored of men. t . S3'/76^/ bj=F<J- L- 

sincerely Concerned 

Sincerely .Yours 3 CEO 1 MScO 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Public Affairs Research Unit 

Room 7659 

Washington, D,C. 20535 



Dear Sirs and Madams, 


U 




/C' /"Jc- S i % & /th 


/ 

'.cA<y^ 


s 


I am a senior law student at the Law School and called 

yesterday concerning information qr^tn^Bureau * s "ABSCAM" invest- 
igation which I need for a paper I am writing for a course. As X."; 
related on the phone , the paper will be a general report on how, 
that assignment came about and was handled, step by step. ; 

Compiling the pertinent information and writing the paper has a 
dual purpose % besides acting as an academic endeavor, it may also 
give me a little insight into how Bureau activities are handled - 
as I hope to join the Bureau upon graduation this coming May. 


The course I am wr^uis^hispaper is "Organised Crime Control*,’ 
and my professor, pHIHHHNHHI suggested that I ask you for 
all information you may have on"7TBSCAM , including all testimony ; v 
given by Special Agents, Director Webster, elected officials and;, 
defendants in the actions. In addition to these items, I also ■ 
would like a copy of guidelines for Special Agents in such 
"sting" operations , and any responses by the Bureau and the 
Department of Justice to allegations of entrapment , etc . Included 
in the information I seek, I also hope to gather figures on thp -- — \ 
costs for the operation and the up-to-date status on litigat 
and lastly on the manpower expended by the Bureau. f 

Your cooperation will be greatly appreciated and I will be vngfe e 
than happy to let you know the progress of my paper as it develops. 
Of course, I have very little time to put it all together as>,the 
first draft is due soon, so I would be grateful if the information 
could be sent to me at the address printed above as soon as poss- 
ible, preferrably before mid -February. Thank you for your help. ' 
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G. Donates Gat© 

Director of Public Affairs 
237-2545 237-2500 


February 2, 1981 


Mr. Roger S. Young 
Inspector in Charge 

Office of Congressional and Public Affairs 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Young: 

Thank you for your letter of December 23 concerning a KSL Editorial. 

As you can see from the enclosed editorial, I excerpted portions 
of your letter in a follow-up editorial. I could not use the 
entire letter, because it was too long for our format. 

We are sure this will give our listeners added perspective'^bcut the 
Abscam project. / ith\ 

We appreciate your concern. 



Pdblic Affairs]/' 


le, Dir ector 


GDG/ch 

Enclosure 
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KSL . AM . TV 

145 Social Hall Avenue 
Salt Lake City. Utah 84111 



(17-' 81) 

Subject: ANOTHER POINT OF VIEW 

Spokesman: Roger Young, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Broadcast: January 17, 1981 


Several weeks ago, KSL criticized the "Abscam" investigation conducted by 
the F.B.I. In respcnse, Mr. Roger Young wrote from Federal Bureau of 
Investigation headquarters in Washington, D.C. He said, in part (quote) : 

", , , Some crimes, such as public corruption, would rarely be 
discovered or prosecuted without undercover activity. Both the 
person offering the bribe and the person accepting it are covert 
in their criminal arrangement. Since bribery has no traditional 
victim, except the unknowing citizen/ taxpayer, there is no one to 
case forth and report the crime. 

"All of our undercover operations, including Abscam, are targeted 
r - toward criminality, not individuals or institutions. The Abscam 

‘ case began as an investigation into stolen art in New York and 

'■ , frcm there led to allegations of illegality in the New Jersey 

casinos. Eventually the trail of alleged criminality led us to 
national public officials." 

{ -A 

y * 

fV F.B.I, Inspector Young continued: 

"Ihdercover operations do not ’cause* crime; they merely provide 
an opportunity for those inclined to break the law to do so while 
: the government compiles the evidence. By detecting criminals who 

would have otherwise gene undiscovered, these undercover activities 
! >; also may discourage similar criminal activity. 

jT r "The FBI is camdtted to using its investigative tools lawfully aid 

j aggressively to make the greatest possible inpact upon major areas 

I , of criminality. We believe that our undercover operations, 

; ' including Abscam, are an essential element of that coamitment." 

{ - KSL thanks Inspector Roger Young of the F.B.I. for his comments. 


■ .. f _ ,,, 

"Another Viewpoint" was broadcast in response to a KSL Editorial Comment. It may be reprinted only by permission of KSL. 
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Director ^ebster 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 



Dear Sir, 

I am legal . y blind physically but not blind morally or patriotickly 
Thus, I have to tell you that I can not express to you my admiration 
and my great feelings from the FBI's ^bscan project. 

You have certainly made me feel good and improve ray morale. 

I hope you will ® ntinue to go after crime no matter where it is. 

Yipee. 
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rntnileh Senate 

WASHINGTON. D.C. *0**0 


March IT, 1981 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Congressional Liaison Office 
9th and Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D,C ; * 20535 


Dear Friends? 


Enclosed is— a- 
received from 


tvfirc 





rr e s pc n- aen ca-XL^. 
The letter 

raises some serious concerns about Abscam. I 
would greatly appreciate it if you would 
[carefully review this matter and provide me 
with an appropriate response, 

, Your attention to this matter is greatly 
appreciated, 

With best regards, 

Sincerely, 




PS S/e 11 
Enclosure 



Paul S. Sarbanes 
United States Senator 
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March 17, 1981 


Regarding the editor's editorial on the FBI which appeared in February 
1981 issue, I, as an American citizen, take exception to the editor a 
remarks concerning ABSCAM. What' a your problem, Mr. Editor! Ace you 
trying to make a case of innocence for a congressman who got his band 
caught in the cookie jar? A crook is a crook regardless of who he is 
and I’m grateful for the FBI’s handling of the ABSCAM which every 
citizen I talked to is also in agreement with the end results. 


You quote statistics like a supposed authority. Your comments are not 
germane to the evidence gathered. 


Mr. Webster, Director of the FBI, gets my vote of confidence and as far 
as I’m concerned any elected official who accepts money under any pre- 
tense other than his paycheck and legitimate expenses is guilty of the 
worst kind of crime. Betrayal of the public trust, Mr. Editor, is what 
most citizens are upset about. Go out on the street and ask the average 
citizen what he objects to and you will discover that he or she is total y 
against untrustworthy political people of all levels, and at least Mr. 
Webster is trying to do something about the problem that we all suspected 
but no one but Mr. Webster had the guts to do something about. That's 
more than can be said for Fat Jack. 
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FOR many month* lb© American public ha* boon treated to 
ftqtrmaklng dmrna through the courtesy ©f a government 
agency, the curtain ml ser has filled many fascinating news 
segments m television end in the other medio. 

The dmme hasall the intrigue of « James Bond movie, The 
actors are government employees and the broad outlines©* 
the script were prepared fey a government agency. The 
dramatic series h titled ABSCAM, 

The production was the work ©f the federal Bureau of 
Investigation. The plot was simple. Dangle cash before 
elected officials fa test whether a $50,000 payoff will secure 
some promise of political favor. The soap opera involved the 
rental of « swank Washington, D.C., home elaborately 
equipped with secret cameras end recording devices, luxuri- 
ous hotel suites, © plush 62*f©o! yacht and an extensive cast 
Including about 100 FBI agents. 

The results were anything but complimentary to Congress 
or comforting to the public which chose certain officials. The 
televised scenes of congressmen stuffing money into their 
pockets and using a vocabulary ©bamcferistk of X-rofed 
movies was not edifying. It certainly dramatized the danger 
of electing officials an the basis of cHadsma and promises 
rather than on character and performance. 


Should the FBI pour its resources Into such an effort? Are there 
more pressing pHw ties? Is the whole idea of devising 
honesty tests for officials and citizens goad policy? Does the 
game approach official entrapment? 

the FBI h responsible for enforcing fedeml laws. It has 
?,$00 special agents and operates an a budget approaching 
$1 billion. 

Under longtime director X Fdgar Hoover FBI emphasis W m 
on espionage, bank robberies and organized crime. Since 
William H . Webster become bureau chief m 1 97$ it has given 
prominence le sa-cofted white-collar crime, ABSCAM was 
part of this new offensive. 

But while the FBI was focusing Its energies on ABSCAM the 
country experienced the sharpest rise m crime m four years. 
The latest annual statistics released fey the agency show that 
crime rose by 9J %> Violent crime was up I ! %, Fordfele rape 
■' increased by 14,2%; robbery by 12%; aggravated assault 
by?0J %; and murder by 9.3%; At the same time arrests for 
such crimes failed to keep up with the rise in crime statistics. 
Arrests increased by only 3%, No arrests were made In 7S% 
of the robberies; $6% of the motor vehicle thefts; 35% of the 
burglaries; Bl% of the larceny thefts; 52% of the forcible 
rapes; 41% of the aggravated assaults; and 27% of the 
murders. 

The rising crime rote it anything but encouraging, A recent 
report on crime sponsored fey A*T~0 Inc, pointed a gloomy 
picture of «s U S. citizenry paralyzed by fear. The study was 
based on interview* with more than 1,000 randomly 
selected people* 

The fear of crime is alarmingly pervasive, affecting the 
young and the old, the poor and the affluent, men and 
women* the rural and the urban. This pervasive fear h 
changing the American people from an open, gracious and 


generous society Into a closed, distrustful and constricted 
society, according to the study, / ^ / :■ 




Do we want a Federal 
Bureau of instigation? 

In view of the alarming increase in violent crime and the 
dreadful effect \bh it having on socle ty, why does the official 
federal agency Instituted to fight crime spend it* resources on 
AB5CAM escapade*? $fe#uU the bureau instigate a* well at 
investigate trim#? 

US, District Court Judge John P; Fullam has said "Nol^ to 
the lost question and has overturned the conviction of two 
ABSCAM victims* Two member* of the Philadelphia City 
Council were found guilty of extortion by a federal jury. But 
Fullam, who presided at the trial, reviewed the verdict and 
overturned it. Ho declared the FBI had overstepped the 
bounds of propriety. "'The evidence establishes entrapment/* 
he stated* 

"No one who has viewed the videotaped evidence in this 
case would ovoid feelings of distress and disgust at the crass 
behavior the tapes revealed. The jury's verdict represerm a 
natural human reaction to that evidence. 

"But, In the long run, the rights of all citizens not to bo led 
into criminal activity fey governmental overreaching will 
remain secure only s© long as the courts stand ready to 
vindicate those rights in every case/' 

Whether or noHhe judge's decision will be sustained on 
appeal remains a question. Some current instructions to the 
jury define entrapment as on instance In which law* 
enforcement officers have "induced or persuaded on unwill- 
ing person to commit an un la wfu I act/' Bur these instructions 
also point out that "where a person is predisposed to commit 
on offense — that l* # ready and willing to violate the law 
—the fact that government agents merely afford an oppor- 
tunity for him to do so does not constitute entrapment/* 

The whole question of tempting people info crime is 
touchy* One point h hew big should the temptation fee. In 
ABSCAM the cash halt apparently was limited to $50 f 000. 
And some Individuals indeed refused the bait* But suppose it 
were raised to $100,000* Then to $500,000, Then to $1 
million. Perhaps t© $ 1 0 million- An old maxim says; If a man 
resists temptation it generally is not because he h strong but 
because the temptation h weak. Is it really in the public 
interest for the government to run a testing lab fa see how 
much temptation citizens can withstand? Da we want a 
Federal Bureau of Instigation? 

Another delicate issue is who should be selected for the 
government temptation tests. The FBI insists that the 
ABSCAM victims fell naturally into its net because they had 
underground reputes trons for accepting bribes. But once the 
enticement pattern is set ft easily could fee steered toward 
political opponents. This has become the standard procedure 
in totalitarian regime*. 

Temptation started in the Garden of Bden when Satan 
dangled the VH apple of knowledge" before Eve, lit the lard's 
prayer Chmfmns plead with their Heavenly Father not to fee 
led into femptahon, ft would seem that a government, 
allegedly concerned with human rights, could grant citizens 
the same favor and not dangle before them the alluring 
apple conceived fey She evil genius of hell. 
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INDIANA, 


. 'pqb/fC' Ke££^Z^ &L /jk SC/Osys 5 - 11-81 

PlBase send me whatwer information you are*al lowed 
to riease on *xfco£*jcx the ABSCAM investigation: 
(1) How selected — 

number of investigations 


(3) Criteria for selection. 
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ABSCAM ond Temptation 

A* one who served for over 35 years 
with fhe Federal Bureau ©f 
Investigation, I am sh©cke<i<jt th# 
February editorial, "Do we.wanf a 
Federal Bureau ©f Instigation?'' 

You allege entrapment by FBI agents 
but do net mention that the entire 
activity in ABSCAM was approved and 
constantly monitored by high officials 
©f the Department of Justice and by FBI 
Director William H. Webster, himself e 
former federal judge. You cite one 
instance where U.S. District Judge John 
P. Fullam overturned two convictions 
for alleged entrapment of ABSCAM * - 
victims, but you do not list the other 
ABSCAM cases. 

I feel the FBI should pursue 
vigorously white-collar erim? in order to 
prosecute corruption by public officials 
wherever if rears its ugly head. 
Experience has shewn how difficult it 
has been legally to root out and 
prosecute successfully such corruption 
and, therefore, new approaches such as 
"sting programs" by law enforcement 
are necessary. They have been very 
successful and in most instances have 
withstood court challenge* 

Your editorial touches on the legal 1 
definition of entrapment and notes that 
where a person is predisposed to 
commit an offense, the fact that 
government agents merely afford him 
an opportunity to do so does not 
constitute entrapment. 

Common sense says that a public 
official imbued with honesty end 
integrity has but to say "No" when * 
offered a bribe. 

Your editorial alleges that while the 
FBI was focusing its energies on 
ABSCAM, the country experienced its 
sharpest rise in crime in four years. You 
do not fell readers that the FBI does not 
have jurisdiction over local crimes such 
as rape, robbery, assault, murder, etc., 
unless the crime occurs on a 
government reservation. Your censure 
in this connection should be directed to 
appropriate local authorities, not the 
FBI. 

Kenneth J. Howr 
B&theuio, Md. 


I just hove finished your February 
Comment and found it most 
interesting. 

But I still don't have an answer t© 
something you brought up. 

A jury of 12 good men and women 
listened to the evidence in a case, 
lasting some weeks. With all 12 in 
agreement, a verdict was presentecj^t© 
the judge, who overturned fhe findings 
and reversed the verdict. Why should s© 
many people lose their valuable tint© 
on jury duty, when a judge has the 
final say? 

Wiliiam B. Roche 
Jove Center, fsLY. 

As a former special agent ©f the FBI I 
disassociate myself from the views 
expressed in the February issue with 
regard to the FBk 

The article is an insult and affront to 
the FBI and all of its employees, both 
past and present. The record of the FBI 
in its service in the law-enforcement 
field and in its contributions to the 
interna! security of our country speaks 
for itself. 

Joseph M. Wysolmerski 
McLean, Vat. 

As an FBI agent I disagree with the 
February Comment*. 

In ABSCAM, every precaution was 
taken to ensure that "entrapment" did 
not occur. You speak of temptation and 
its evils. Yes, the FBI offered 
temptation. It is the proper role of the 
FBI to offer "temptation" in an 
investigation such as this. There was 
probable cause to offer that 
temptation. However none of fhe 
congressmen has established sufficient 
probable cause for accepting if. 

Possibly the proper role of fhe FBI 
would be to prosecute burglars and v 
robbers and ignore the "fences" who 
encourage thefts by buying stolen 
property. I disagree with that 
hypothesis, just as I disagree that the 
FBI should act as an ostrich and ignore 
allegations ©f congressional misconduct, 
which have a greater impact on ©ur 
moral fabric* 

VVifiiam F. Lawler Jr. 

Savannah, Ga. 


No member of Congress or the 
president of the United States should 
use fhe defense of "entrapment/' Any 
member ef she Senate, House of 
Representative* or the White House 
should be arresgd W be 


accept* an illegal bribe regardless ©f 
the circumstance*. 

. r 

One representative arrested in the - . 
ABSCAM operation was Richard Kelly 
from Florida. I voted for him. I hope he 
goes to jail. To think that a man who 
represents me would take an illegal 
bribe for any amount of money or for 
any gain causes me t© believe that 
^here is n© hope for our form ©f . 
government, I say more power to the 
►FBI. I hope that it weeds ©ut every 
rotten apple in the entire government 
operation. 

i * Wiii©n G Sleber 

Dunedin Beach, Ffo. 

The president of United Cement, 

Ume and Gypsum Workers 
International Union and editor of ©ur 
monthly union magazine, the Voice, 
has asked me to write for permission t© 
use in our magazine your February 
1981 editorial, "Do we want a Federal 
Bureau of Instigation?" 

It is a fine editorial and we would be 
very pleased if you would let us reprint 
if. > 

Patricio H. Strand* 

* 3c l Managing Editor, The Voice 
.?& : Norridge, III. 

After learning some members ef 
Congress were accepting bribes for 
political favors, I am happy fhe FBI had 
the courage to root them ©ut and cause 
them to be brought f© trial before a 
jury of their peers, which convicted 
every one of them. 

Attempting f© smear the FBI for the 
crime wave in America is a distortion of 
the purpose of the FBI, which is 
charged with investigation of selected 
federal laws and cannot g© charging 
off investigating what it desires* 

J. R Murphy «■« 
Savannah, Ga. 

Time and money were well spent on 
the ABSCAM case, because the people 
caught had reputations for accepting 
bribes. The morality exhibited by ©ur 
elected official* influences the morality 
of fhe general public and young people 
in particular. We safely can assume an 
officeholder is elected for his promise* 
and integrity, not for his dishonesty 
and greed. By accepting a bribe an 
elected official is betraying the trust of 
fhe people who elected him and hurts 
all, including honest politician^, by 
destroying faithyn govemdien 
fen^Sruggeman 
Thief River 
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Th® individual* convicted In ABSCAM 

did willingly involve themselves in o 
situation that Si contrary to U.S. fawi 
and contrary to the basic rule* ©f right 
and wrong. 

Who tempted them is actually 
irrelevant, be it the FBI or Satan 
himself. 

For those truly in tune with the lord, 
it it not the temptation that it all 
powerful, but the knowledge of right 
and wrong. 

If it is not the right of th© FBI to check 
on th® honesty of lawmakers, then 
who will do it? 

P. A. 

Wautau, Wift. 


ABSCAM, which exposed the weak 
end greedy trash that has infiltrated 
Congress, was a breath of froth air to 
those who still believe In honesty, j 

integrity and the moral values instilled ^ 
by ©ur forebearers. 

The members of Congress involved in 
ABSCAM were elected to represent 
their constituents in th® Segislahv® 
process, not to engage in monetary and 
moral gymnastics for personal gain. 
What'* th® difference whether th® FBI 
used entrapment or some other law- 
enforcement device? A crook U a crook, 
and how his "intent to commit is 
exposed, should be a secondary 
consideration. .. t#f 

&®or®» M> BurchMd 

HuntsvilS®, Ala. 

White-collar crime has become so 
pervasive for politicians and 
businessmen that it is destroying belief 
that our society Is fundamentally fair 
and just. A society cannot endure 
which teaches its people through 
constant and powerful examples that 
corruption is to b® expected and actions 
in the public interest are for the naive. 

In this way, white-collar crime is more 
damaging than violent crime. 

tf these criminals are successful in 
convincing the courts that ABSCAM 
operations constitute entrapment they 
will succeed in making white-collar 
criminals immune to prosecution. Such 
immunity encourages crime of all types, 
and is far more devastating to our 
society than last year's 1 1% increase m 
violent crimes. 

Marlin C. Gixii 
Comp Spring*. Md. 

Any U.S. congressman ©r other high 
elected official who willingly takes a 
bribe is a real criminal and should be 
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the 
law because he violates public trust. 


White-collar crime demand* different 
Investigative technique# by law- 
enforcement officer* than a street 
robbery, for instance. I am appalled by 
the suggestion that the FBI instigated 
criminal activity. Th® FBI provided only 
the opportunity for suspects ?© make 
th© first move. 

The American people are ripped off 
more each year by white-collar crime 
than by all the street robberies put 
together. I hop® th© FBI and other law- 
enforcement agencies continue their 
work of ferreting out the crooks In 
government and prosecuting them. 

Ph«1Up R Wn*t j 
A!p®no, Mkb. , / 

A crook is a crook regardless of who 
h® is and I'm grateful for the FBI s 

handling of ABSCAM. Any elected j. 

official who accepts money under any |/ 
pretense other than his paycheck and 
legitimate expenses is guilty of the 
worst kind of crime, betrayal of the 
public trust. 

FBI Director Webster Is trying to do 
something about th® problem that w® 
all suspected but no one but Webster 
had the guts to do something about. 

Sort W. Kvrilh 
€*nt®rviH®, Dht® 


plKM of diver" from wwi othor thon 
tho FBI? Aro thoy fit to govorrt «*, *® 
pan our law»? Should wo »*r»d tho 
"ikidrow burm" to priton for !•***» 
crimes and qbtolv* tho*e In high place* 
on msro losjal fochnicaliti**? 

John C M©e 
U>io, MoM, 

In ABSCAM temptation was not 
dangled in front of ordinary citizen* but 
of officials who got where they are by 
portraying to be above the ordinary In 
intellect, creativity, character and 
integrity. They oy ® I® on ® xom P*®* ” 
we can excuse such "above ordinary" 
citizens from temptation, then should 
w® not excuse him who finds • 
temptation in a pretty girl to be raped, 
an expensive sportster to be stolen, © 
bank to be robbed or a feeble, elderly 
person to be mugged? H a government 
official i» not strong enough to resist 
temptation why should snyon® resist? 

Mary 8. Moby 

Mayweed, NX 

In regard to the question ©f citizens 
being entrapped: You cannot entrap on 
honest mart. 

& W. I 

How*fo-o, T®xe* r 







All th® ABSCAM targets were over 
21 and elected officials who should 
have high standards and be 
irreproachable. I think the FBI did a 
very good job in getting rid of these 
undesirables before they sold us down 
the drain. 

Edward i. MeGfon* 

Mm® r®, N Y. 

Having served some 35 years in law 
enforcement, I thought most 
knowledgeable Christians were ©war© 
that crime will not be reduced merely 
by arresting and imprisoning the 
"bums/' those on booze or other drugs, 
the poor and mentally disturbed. These 
and other rejects of a godless and 
uncompassionafe secular society 
commit over 50 percent of the crimes of 
violence in this country. 

Greed and materialism, such as 
exhibited by our congressmen, nurture 
the growth of crime. No amount of 
money, no increase in the number of 
policemen alone will reduce crime. 
Crime will not be reduced without a 
change 

dnyone wn© does not suspect 
that these congressmen and their _ 
associates would have taken th® "30 
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Mr - Roger 3* Young 
Office of Cong- and Public Affairs 
Federal Bureau of Investigation-, 
«L Edgar Hoover Building v-^ 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Youngs 


Ikspu 
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I have reeentl^receive^a telephone inquiry from a 
const 1 tuent regarding the fO f - I O t 

justification for the ABSCAM investigation, under’ ' ~ 

what authority the FBI was acting, and how the FBI 
selected which Congressmen to target. I would 
appreciate an explanation of this matter as soon as 
possible. 


Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 
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willi am webster 
fbi building 
wash, dc 20535 
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dear sirs 


% would jike ;i td congradul 
ate you on your recent succ 
* ^ss 'iri Abscam; I, find that 
sounds, and cries of entrappment 
wa?i total y stupid and complete 
ly with out reason'. Public off i 
, c?ils * congressional members, 
are supposed to -be. in a high trus 
position. further mb«® be 1 i eve 

more of this should, be done, 
also in the areas of drug deal ing 
and mob contm 4 ~*-o€' faesturants 

fiHi '1*4 Mi&vour * 
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Mr Wiliiam Webster and Staff 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen 


27 July 1981 
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ABSCAM 




I applaud you for your Operation ABSCAM* with you one hundred and one 
percent. Who hut the ones in question should express criticism of 
your organisation for uncovering those so-called leaders who aren't 
so clean. Wish it could have heen broadened to uncover them all* hut 
those who were caught willing to aggrandize themselves by foul means 
will serve to alert any other prospective types of that ilk. 


5 



My desire is for CLEM GOVERNMENT * CLEM MB HONEST LEADERS. We in my 
family were raised to respect authority* to look up to and respect our 
leaders, I neither look up to nor respect the unworthy. Would you 
look up to dirt? 

The term "entrapment" has been and is being used by and for them in 
defense of their dishonest moves. I say this: an honest man cannot 

be trapped into stealthily stuffing his brief case with ill-gotten 
cash. He may be trapped into keeping the appointment* but upon learn- 
ing the premise that goes with the promise* the honest man would lose 
no time telling them to get lost. 

Not to create more in the way of bureaucracy* but we can surely use 
more of this type of "overs ighting" and "overseeing" — and I can't 
think of a better organization to do it than our Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. 
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